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The program of building the sc-called "profile" roads in the USSR began )
ebout 1925 with the advent of the first five-year plan. They vere designed :
to serve as immediate auxiliery roads with the long range view of

later paving them as secondary highways. The cost, planning and con=

struction was passed on to the regional level acting on the authority

of the Planning Department of the Regional Executive Council.

The Kharkov region (or cblast) State Institute for Road Plauning (GI®D) S
had three departments; surveylng, design and cost. The actual construc-

tion was done by & separate regional organization. When the Regional

Executive Council ordered a highway comstructed it so advised the GIFD.

The surveying department imediately surveyed the route and passed its

findings on to the engineering or design section. When the plans were

completed they were passed on to the cost section and finally turned over

to the regionsl construction organization which in turn ordered the work

done Ly the Raion comstruction organizatica.

New "profile” roads for each region vere planned as roads of ecomomic
significence. Super and strategic highwaeys were handled by Moscow.
During the period from 1939 to 1941 the GIPD planned six or seven Ypro-
file" highways. ‘rney averaged mouui 35 to 40 kms and wors built iz ’
the Stalino coal mining srea. They were planned to connect various
mines and railroads. For example, one highway started at Krasnyy Luch,
another at Dmitreevka and ancther at Beshetilovka. BEach was between
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(foréman-—te’éhnician) was. in chayge of a crew af 10 or more men, S . .
depending wn the amcunt or trafiic. These crews maintained the roads . - ok
‘with hand tools. . Several section teams together were assigned a horse-drawn V
or power scraper. Most'of the maintenance was done during the late spring..
and swmer months." The culverts would be cleaned and the dirt thrown
back on the-roadway.  Brush on the sides of the road would be. burned.off.
-Bach fall the concrete. drain pipes (which were installed where necessary) .
) would be closed off to prevent weter from en ering and freezing.. These
would'be reopened in the spring. . . [ e

6. Bucll’ roed wus divided into sections of Trom 20 to 50 wgs. A resd master

7. In planning these "profile" roads we figured out the materials needed such
as-sand, concrete pipes, timber for bridges and lumber for shoring up
culverts: Although' there wes. no paving done, initially, we fizured out the
amount-of paving that wolild be needed. 'This pavenent consisted of rocks,
usually zrenite or very hard rock. - Stone masons were used to lay the’
rocks. "First the top’of the road would be dug down to accommodate: g
foundation of sand. The stone would then be cut in blocks.and laid.
close together, sand filled in the.crevices and the whole pounded and
stafiped into-place. On rare occasions an asphalt was laid over this
stdne pevenent, but it was ot part of the plan. : As-I pointed out ;. . :
these "profile™ roads were planned to be "roads of the future" and . e, -
peviny wes being doné Trow three 0 five years after the road was laid . 4
out.- -Bridges were usually- four to six meters Ain lensth in the Don Basin. |
They were made of timbers with wooden planks. We figured on an averaze
~oad of 10 metric tons. Heavier bridges were built where the type of
treffic made it necessary.

The cost of these roads is not kmowa to me. Neither are the man hours <t
needed. After we submitied cur plan there vwas no set time for completicn '
¢f the work. However, they were trected the same as all other Jobs,

that is as an cuergency project. Materizls were obtained on & priority
busi,. Lebor, including peasants (and women) were mobilized to rush the jobs
to completion.
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